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STARNES  RIDER  AGAIN  PROHIBITS  USE  OF  MEN 
CLASSIFIED  IV-E  IN  MEDICAL  AND  RELIEF  PROJECTS  ABROAD 

"It  couldn't  be  true  if  it  weren't  true,"  I  said  to  a  member  of  the  House  Subcommittee  on 
Military  Appropriations,  "  that  a  Committee  vftilch  has  appropriated  more  than  100  billion 
dollars  for  the  Army  during  this  war  would  go  out  of  its  way  to  prevent  churches  like  the 
Mennonites,  Brethren  and  Quakers  from  spending  church  funds  and  other  money  raised  by  pub¬ 
lic  subscription  for  relief  abroad,  and  from  using  some  of  their  members  and  other  quali¬ 
fied  conscientious  objectors  at  their  own  expense,  in  meeting  the  unbelievably  tragic  sit¬ 
uations  created  in  Europe,  Africa  and  Asia  by  the  War."  "We  have  appropriated  not  100 
billion  dollars,"  was  the  reply,  "but  more  than  250  billion  dollars  already." 

The  House  Subcommittee  reported  out  again  practically  the  same  wording  as  was  introduced  a 
year  ago  by  Congressman  Joe  Starnes  of  Alabama  (defeated  for  renomination  in  the  primary 
recently)  providing  that  no  appropriation  shall  be  used  for  any  ej^ense  pertaining  to  the 
instruction,  education,  transportation  or  service  abroad  of  conscientious  objectors.  This 
has  been  interpreted  by  Selective  Service  and  the  State  Department  as  forbidding  their 
validating  such  service  even  though  C.O.s  serve  without  pay  and  their  maintenance  abroad 
would  be  paid  by  private  funds. 

Many  members  of  the  Senate  Subcommittee  on  War  Department  Appropriations  were  favorable  to 
a  proposed  amendment  that  would  make  such  service  possible  vdien  approved  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  or  the  appropriate  govermental  agency  having  Jurisdiction  over  relief  activities. 
But  the  Senate  Subcommittee  yielded  to  the  House  Subcommittee  when  the  passing  of  such  an 
amendment  by  the  Senate  would  have  meant  returning  the  49  billion  dollar  Whr  Department 
Appropriation  Bill  to  Conference  between  the  Houses  during  the  last  busy  week  before  ad¬ 
journment  . ' 

Then  on  Wednesday,  June  21,  Senator  Chan  Gurney  of  South  Dakota  presented  the  following 
amendment  to  the  Second  Deficiency  Bill. 

"Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  any  other  Act,  the  Director  of  Selective  Service 
is  authorized  to  provide  for  the  assignment  of  men  classified  IV-E  to  such  medical 
and  relief  projects,  outside  the  continental  United  States,  its  Territories  and  pos¬ 
sessions,  as  the  Director  of  Selective  Service  and  the  appropriate  governmental  au¬ 
thority  having  Jurisdiction  in  such  an  area  may  approve." 

This  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  Subcommittee  on  Deficiency  Appropriations,  and  then  on 
the  same  day  was  reported  out  favorably  and  without  opposition  by  the  Senate  Appropriations 
Committee  and  passed  the  Senate  without  objection  on  Thursday,  June  22.  On  Friday,  June 
23^  the  last  day  before  recess,  the  bill  went  to  Conference  and  this  amendment  was  rejected 
by  the  Conference  Committee,  to  a  large  measure  due  to  the  determined  opposition  of  Con¬ 
gressman  D.  Lane  Powers  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey  (who  seemed  quite  elated  by  his  victory). 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  three  conference  committees  which  have  turned  down  efforts  by 
the  Senate  to  amend  or  repeal  the  Starnes  rider  during  the  last  seven  months.  A  repeal  of 
the  rider  passed  the  Senate  last  December  8  but  was  rejected  then  by  the  conference  com¬ 
mittee,  due  in.  part  to  the  strong  stand  taken  by  I«Ir.  Powers.  Congressman  Walter  Judd  of 
Minnesota  appeared  before  both  House  and  Senate  Subcommittees  on  Appropriations  pleading 
for  revision  of  the  Starnes  rider  because  of  the  need  for  medical  and  relief  services 
which  he  had  witnessed  during  ten  years  as  a  doctor  in  China. 
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The  Friends  Coramlttee  on  Iktlonal  Legislation  has  striven  to  Interpret  to  Congress  the  need 
for  food  for  starving  peoples,  the  Importance  of  combatting  typhus  and  cholera  among 
civilian  populations,  and  the  Immense  difficulty  of  caring  for  refugees  —  all  tasks  that  I 

many  IV-E  men  have  volunteered  to  do.  Joslah  P.  Ifervel,  vdio  was  In  France  for  the  Ameri-  I 

can  Friends  Service  Committee  not  only  during  the  First  World  War,  but  In  1940-41,  and  Is  t 
now  Chalnnan  of  Quaker  iknergency  Service  In  New  York  City,  came  to  Washington  soon  after  { 

Raymond  Wilson  went  to  the  hospital  In  April.  He  spent  much  of  the  ensuing  el^t  weeks  in  j 

Washington  in  endeavors  to  secure  Congressional  approval  for  the  services  of  IV-E  men  in  I 
relief  abroad.  M.  C.  Lehman,  for  several  years  a  director  of  relief  activities  for  the  ' 

Mennonlte  Central  Committee  in  Central  Europe,  spent  the  last  week  cooperating  in  this  1 

effort,  also.  i 

But  there  is  widespread  prejudice  In  Congress  against  conscientious  objectors  ("They  won’t  i 
fi^t  for  their  country,  vdiy  should  Congress  give  them  any  special  consideration?"  a  Sen¬ 
ator  said  to  me  last  Friday).  Practically  every  Congressman  has  a  son  or  nephew  in  the 
armed  forces ;  the  proposed  amendment  came  to  the  Senate  on  the  day  of  the  invasion  of  Nor-  I 
mandy.  lives  of  civilians  In  war  zones  seem  cheap  In  war  time*  displaced  refugees  don' ter 
vote  and  seem  far,  far  away.  Ore  of  the  real  tasks  before  the  Committee  on  National  Leg¬ 
islation  is  to  press  humanitarian  claims  and  to  urge  members  of  Congress  to  take  a  global 
view  of  suffering  human  kind. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  special  bill  be  introduced  next  January  to  permit  medical  and 
relief  services  abroad  by  class  IV-E  men.  You  could  present  this  problem  to  your  Repre¬ 
sentative  In  person,  while  he  is  home  this  summer,  and  ask  his  help  in  releasing  such  men 
to  respond  to  requests  to  drive  ambulances  and  transport  medical  supplies  in  China,  fl^t 
typhus  in  Italy,  care  for  refugees  in  North  Africa,  etc. 

C.  0.  DEPENDENCY  BILL 

On  June  5,  Representatives  J.  Parnell  Thomas  of  New  Jersey  and  Overton  Brooks  of  Louisiana 
objected  to  the  passage  of  the  revised  Cole  Bill,  H.E.3199,  which  would  permit  Selective 
Service  to  use  funds  now  impounded  in  the  U.  S.  Treasury  for  dependency  needs  of  families 
of  Civilian  Public  Service  men.  These  funds  have  been  earned  by  conscientious  objectors 
working  for  private  farmers.  When  the  bill  was  brou^t  up  again  on  the  unanimous  consent 
calendar  June  22  it  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Brooks  again,  and  by  Representative  Robert  W. 
Kean  of  New  Jersey.  The  bill  therefore  was  removed  from  the  unanimous  consent  calendar. 

It  must  now  go  to  the  Rules  Committee  and  be  reported  out,  before  the  House  can  vote  on  It. 

The  measure  was  strongly  defended  on  the  floor  of  the  House  by  Representatives  JohnJ. 
Sparkman  of  Alabama  and  W.  Sterling-Cole  of  Naw  York. 

SOCIALIST  PLATFORIvI  CALLS  FOR  AN 
IM.IEDIATE  PEACE  OFFENSIVE 

The  Socialist  Party  at  their  National  Convention  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  on  June  3  adop¬ 
ted  their  platform,  which  included,  among  others,  planks  calling  for  an  Immediate  politi¬ 
cal  peace  offensive  with  an  offer  for  an  armistice  on  certain  conditions;  disarmament  of 
the  Axis  countries  to  be  followed,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Nations,  by  "ending  their  own 
competitive  armaments  ard.  military  conscription  and  working  out  International  guarantees 
of  mutual  security"  extension  of  social  insurance;  war  plants  built  at  public  expense  to 
be  used  In  the  struggle  against  unemployment;  "American  hospitality  to  war  refugees  and 
the  end  of  exclusion  of  certain  Asiatic  peoples";  "complete  restoration  of  their  rl^ts  as 
•citizens  to  the  70,000  Americans  of  Japanese  origin  on  the  West  Coast";  passage  of  anti- 
lynching  and  anti-poll  tax  laws ;  prompt  enactment  of  legislation  to  set  up  a  permanent 
Fair  iknployment  Practice  Corrmission;  extension  of  a  food-for-Europe  program  to  all  coun¬ 
tries  needing  help;  referendum  for  the  people  of  Puerto  Rico  in  which  they  can  decide  upon  I 
statehood  or  independence;  freedom  for  political  prisoners  in  India  and  adequate  aid  to  I 
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the  starving  people  of  India. 

Declaring  that  neither  -unconditional  surrender  nor  a  triple  alliance  of  Great  Britain, 
Bussla  and  the  United  States  can  win  a  lasting  peace,  the  Socialists  resolved;  "We  s-ummon 
the  American  people  and  the  people  of  our  allies  to  demand  an  Immediate  political  peace 
offensive  Based  on  the  offer  of  an  armistice  to  the  people  of  the  Axis  nations  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  conditions; 

The  peace  sho-old  be  organized  on  the  acceptance  of  two  fundamental  principles ;  (a) 
the  eq-ual  rl^ts  of  all  peoples  of  every  race  to  order  their  lives  without  subjection  to 
any  race  or  nationj  (b)  the  necessity  that  self-determination  be  accompanied  by  organized 
co-operation,  from  which  no  people,  enemy,  neutral  or  colonial,  shall  be  excluded,  and  the 
establishment  of  political  and  economic  arrangements  for  removing  the  causes  of  war,- sett¬ 
ling  disputes,  guaranteeing  security  and  conquering  poverty. 

"2-  As  a  guarantee  of  good  faith  and  a  condition  of  armistice,  the  German  and  Japanese 
people- must -^(a)  replace  governments  guilty  of  gross  deceit  and  cruel  aggression  by  govern¬ 
ments  in  vAiose  good  faith  reasonable  confidence  may  be  reposed;  (b)  withdraw  their  mili¬ 
tary  forces  from  all  occupied  territory  and  rapidly  disarm-  and  (c)  wherever  possible, 
restore  loot  and  give  refugees  a  new  economic  start. 

"3.  The  United  Nations,  on  their  part,  must  pledge  themselves  specifically  (a)  to  free 
the  European  nations  overrun  by  Germany;  (b)  to  help  them  guarantee  their  independence 
throu^  a  United  States  of  Europe  or  strong  regional  federations  to  supplement  a  world 
federation;  (c)  to  refrain  from  interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  nations  thus  freed; 
(d)  to  extend  material  aid  for  imnedlate  relief  and  reconstruction  of  devastated  co-untries 
without  using  such  aid  as  a  weapon  for  political  domination,  and  to  reject  all  demands  for 
Axis  slave  labor  in  the  postwar  world;  (e)  to  decide  boundary  questions  which  do  not  yield 
to  negotiation  by  plebiscite  -under  international  authority;  (f)  to  turn  away  from  imperi¬ 
alism  by  guaranteeing  speedy  self-government,  not  only  to  lands  now  occupied  by  Japan,  but 
to  colonial  territories  under  vhite  rule.  Where  guidance  to  such  independence  is  neces¬ 
sary,  it  shall  be  under  international  authority. 

"4.  As  a  guarantee  of  good  faith  and  a  condition  of  the  success  of  any  federation,  the 
United  Nations  must  pledge  themselves  after  the  establishment  of  peace  to  follow  the  dis¬ 
armament  of  ’  the  enemy  countries  by  ending  their  own  competitive  armaments  and  military 
conscription  and  working  out  international  guarantees  of  mutual  security." 

Their  nominee  for  President  for  the  fifth  time  was  Norman  Thomas,  long  time  champion  of 
liberal  causes.  The  vice -presidential  candidate  is  Darlington  Eoopes  of  Reading,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  former  member  of  the  Pennsylvania  legislature  and  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends. 


At  this  writing  the  Republican  platform  has  not  yet  been  adopted  by  their  convention.  The 
next  letter  will  analyze  the  Republican  and  Democratic  platforms,  partlc-ularly  from  the 
standpoint  of  foreign  policy. 

BILL  TO  CONTROL  OPIUM  PASSES  CONGRESS 

Congressman  Walter  H.  Judd  of  Minnesota  introduced  House  Joint  Resolution  241  on  February 
21  asking  the  President  to  approach  the  Governments  of  all  opium  producing  countries 
throughout  the  world,  urging  upon  them  in  the  interest  of  freeing  the  world  of  the  age-old 
evil  of  the  use  of  opl-um,  that  these  Governments  take  immediate  steps  to  limit  the  growth 
of  the  opium  poppy  and  the  production  of  opium  and  its  derivatives  to  the  amo-ur^  acwu«*j,iy 
required  for  strictly  medicinal  and  scientific  purposes.  After  passing  the  House  June  5, 
this  resolution  panned  the  Senate  on  June  22. 
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FAIR  EMPLOYMENT  PRACTICE  COMMITTEE  .RECEIVES 
CONGRESSIONAL  APPROPRIATION  OF  $500,000  FOR  1945 

After  a  stormy  session  In  the  Senate  on  June  20th,  described  by  supporters  of  the  legisla¬ 
tion  as  a  "mild  filibuster",  the  President's  Fair  Employment  Practice  Committee  (which 
seeks  to  adjust  complaints  regarding  discrimination  In  war  contracts  and  Federal  agencies 
on  account  of  race,  creed  or  color)  was  assured  of  funds  for  Its  operation  during  the  fis¬ 
cal  year  1945  when  an  amendment  offered  by  Senator  Richard  Russell  of  Georgia  to  strila 
out  the  F.E.P.C.  was  rejected,  38  to  21,  during  consideration  of  the  War  Agencies  Appro¬ 
priation  Bill. 

Four  more  amendments  were  offered  by  Senator  Russell  in  order  to  weaken  the  effectiveness 
of  the  F.E.P.C.,  two  of  which  passed  (one  on  a  vote  of  27  to  25,  the  other  by  a  voice  vote) 
and  two  were  rejected  by  considerable  margins.  Another  amendment,  by  Senator  Miaybank  of 
South  Carolina,  vdilch  would  remove  discriminations  In  wages  between  one  section  of  the 
country  and  another,  was  rejected  by  vote  of  34  to  17. 

FOR  A  PERMANENT  F.  E.  P.  C. 

Three  days  later,  Senator  Dennis  Chavez  of  New  Mexico  Introduced  S.2C^  as  a  companion 
measure  to  H.R.4005  for  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  Fair  EmploymenT-  Practice  Commis¬ 
sion.  Co-sponsorlng  this  new  Senate  bill  are;  Sheridan  Downey  of  California,  Robert  F. 
Wagner  of  New  York,  James  E.  Murray  of  Montana,  Arthur  Capper  of  Kansas,  and  William  Dan¬ 
ger  of  North  Dakota.  The  text  Is  Identical  with  the  House  bill,  on  udiich  the  first  sec¬ 
tion  of  public  hearings  were  held  during  ten  days  In  the  early  part  of  June.  Among  the 
nationally  kno^vi  people  who  testified  at  these  hearings  were;  James  Carey  of  the  Congress 
of  Industrial  Organizations,  Dr.  Samuel  McCrea  Cavert  of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches 
of  Christ  In  America,  Dr.  Ernesto  Galarza  of  the  Pan-American  Union,  Mrs.  Arthur  J.  Gold¬ 
berg  of  the  National  Women's  Trade  Union  League,  Dr.  Enlly  Hickman  of  the  National  Board 
of  the  Young  Women's  Christian  Association,  Reginald  A.  Johnson  of  the  National  Urban 
League,  Father  John  La  Farge,  Editor  of  America.  Clarence  Pickett  of  the  American  Friends 
Service  Committee,  Walter  White  of  the  National  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored 
People,  and  Rabbi  Stephen  S.  Wise  of  the  American  Jewish  Congress,  all  In  favor  of  the 
proposed  legislation.  The  second  section  of  hearings  Is  being  planned  after  Congress  re¬ 
convenes  In  the  fall,  ^en  both  proponents  and  opponents  are  to  be  heard.  Proceedings  of 
the  June  hearings  are  to  be  published  In  mid- July  by  the  House  Labor  Committee,  and  can  be 
secured  by  writing  to  that  Committee. 

CONGRESS  RECESSES  —  SEE  YOUR  CONGRESSMAN  NOW 

On  Friday,  June  24,  Congress  took  a  recess  for  the  political  conventions  until  August  1, 
subject  to  call  by  either  the  majority  or  minority  leaders.  No  serious  attenqpt  at  legis¬ 
lation  Is  expected  until  after  labor  Day  unless  some  emergency  develops,  althou^  no  real 
provisions  have  oeen  made  for  meeting  cut  backs  In  war  contracts,  threatened  unemployment 
In  certain  areas,  etc. 

Why  not  see  that  your  Congressman  -  yiho  really  deserves  a  rest  and  vacation  at  least  part 
of  this  time  -  has  a  cordial  Invitation  to  address  an  Important  meeting  In  your  community 
If  he  can  arrange  it?  Why  not  arrange  for  a  delegation  from  your  church  or  meeting,  your 
club  or  organization  to  visit  your  Congressman  or  Senator?  Ask  him  about  support  for  a 
genuine  world  organization,  for  adequate  relief  for  the  victims  of  war  and  humane  and 
considerate  resettlement  of  refugees  and  displaced  people  including  Japanese-Amerlcans. 
Discuss  with  him  the  question  of  peace  time  conscription.  Explore  with  him  legislation 
allowing  C.O.s  to  be  used  In  medical  and  relief  projects  abroad.  Be  courteous  and  be 
brief.  Find  out  vdiat  he  Is  most  Interested  In  and  idiat  you  can  do  to  help  If  you  share 
his  concern.  Write  us  about  your  Interview. 


E.  Raymond  Wilson 


